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sKevin m. sheetz // is originally from Barrington, IL, just outside Chicago. He is a freshman at UM with a major in philoso-phy. He has been writing plays and essays most of life and started writing poetry a 
couple of years ago. 
claire miKeson // is originally from 
Stanford, Montana. She is a freshman 
at UM, a member of the Davidson Hon-
ors College, and an English major with 
double-emphasis in Creative Writing and 
Literature. She has previously served on 
the Great Falls Tribune teen panel for two 
years, where she wrote published articles 
for the “Class Acts” page and met monthly 
with other panelists to discuss “Class Acts” 
page content.
amanda opitz // is a fifth-year photo-
journalism major originally from Helena, 
MT. She spent her first two years of college 
at Gonzaga University but transferred back 
to Montana to focus her journalism degree 
in photography. Her work has been pub-
lished in the Gonzaga Bulletin, Reflections 
Magazine, San Jose Mercury News, the Santa 
Cruz Sentinel, and montanagrizzlies.com. 
Additionally she’s shot freelance commer-
cial work for Headwaters Dance Co., the 
University of Montana Dance program, the 
Open Field Artists, and The Green Light 
organic clothing store. 
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Kati perrodin // is originally from Havre, Montana. She is 
a junior majoring in Photojournalism and Creative Writing 
and started taking photos in fall 2009.
Kylie campbell // is originally from the Bitterroot Val-
ley in Montana. She is a freshman at UM with an undecided 
major at this time. She has had art exhibited in Hamilton 
High School, the “Love Without Fear” calendar, and various 
businesses in Hamilton. Most recently, she has also had art 
displayed in the University Center on the UM campus. When 
she’s not painting or playing piano she can be found (or not 
found) immersing herself in the wilderness that surrounds 
Missoula. She’s particularly fond of irony, good grammar, and 
smoothies. Her ultimate goal in life is to rescue and rehabili-
tate animals.
ryan landolfi // currently attends the University of Mon-
tana and will graduate in the spring of 2010 with a degree in 
English. He grew up in Missoula with his mother, Mary, and 
his sister, Kara. Ryan has been previously published in The 
Oval.
chloe haagen // is originally from Lakewood, Washing-
ton. She majors in acting as a freshman at UM, and plans 
to graduate with a BFA in acting. Some of her favorite roles 
have been Lucy in the musical You’re a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown, Bananas in The House of Blue Leaves, and Alice in You 
Can’t Take it with You. She has been writing poetry for many 
years as a way to express herself and as a personal release. 
The Oval will be her first publication.
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Kristi gilleon // is originally from Cascade, Montana. She is 
a junior with a major in archaeology. She has taken creative 
writing classes since high school and was recently named 
a semi-finalist in the Norman Mailer Writing Award for a 
creative nonfiction piece she wrote in Amy Ratto-Parks’ Ad-
vanced Composition class.
troy smith // is originally from Frederick, Maryland. He 
majors in English with an emphasis in Literature. He has 
been published in the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation’s 
Bugle Magazine and sometimes on soft October nights per-
forms poetry under the name “Man of Troy.”
 
Jacob Kahn // was born in Salt Lake City, UT in 1990. A cre-
ative writing major with junior standing at the University of 
Montana, he has been published in The Write Question and 
is an honorary recipient of the 2008 Berwyn Moore National 
Poetry Prize. 
sean leary // is originally from St. Charles, Illinois. He 
is a junior at UM, applying to the media arts program this 
spring. While he has taken classes in film and digital photog-
raphy and has used photos as source material for his design 
projects, photography is primarily a hobby.
tiana lori Jensen // is originally from Circle, Montana. 
She is a UM freshman, considering a major in Communica-
tions. She has written several articles for a local newspaper, 
The Circle Banner, but has no other publication experience.  
Her writing experience consists of school work and essay 
competitions for scholarships.
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Jaysen tinKer // is originally from Sammamish, WA. He 
majors in business management at UM and photography has 
been a hobby for several years. The Oval will be his first pub-
lication.
dan droughton // lives over the river and through the 
woods on a ridge up the Rattlesnake where he enjoys writing 
when he gets a break from beekeeping, gardening, chicken 
raising, and working with the Forest Service.  He is a UM 
junior who majors in Resource Conservation with a minor in 
chasing the elusive Wapiti. 
Joshua Kieser // is originally from Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
He is a UM junior, studying History, International Develop-
ment, and African American Studies. Most of his writing has 
been historical or social in nature, with limited experience in 
creative non-fiction. The Oval will be is first publication in a 
literary magazine.
sally finneran // is originally from a small town in Or-
egon called Crescent. She is a sophomore, majoring in Pho-
tojournalism, but she has also taken poetry classes with Greg 
Pape and Lisa Schmaier, which she really enjoyed. “Always 
Treat Robots With Respect” will be her first published poem. 
Kevin wright // is currently a graduate student at the 
University of Montana in the School of Fine Arts pursuing 
a M.A. in Art History and a B.A. in Spanish.  He was born in 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee where his mural projects are on display 
at the Boys Club of Oak Ridge, the Oak Ridge Art Center, 
and the Children’s Museum of Oak Ridge. He attended the 
University of Virginia at Charlottesville and received a B.A. in 
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Architectural History in 2001.  As a student at UVA, he illus-
trated a daily comic strip for the Cavalier Daily from 1996-
1998.  In 1997, he illustrated a travel guide for On Your Own 
Publications titled Out and About in Washington D.C.  
rachel smith // is originally from Helena, Montana where 
she participated in three literary magazines—Writings on the 
Wall, Signatures from the Big Sky, and Pen and Ink—both as a 
contributor and as a member of the staff.  Currently, she is a 
freshman at UM with a double major in art and creative writ-
ing. In 2009 she was the featured poet for Pen and Ink and she 
also won the Harrison Writing Award.
paige tresidder // grew up in Lewistown, Montana, and has 
been writing since she was young. She is a senior at UM where 
she studies English with an emphasis in Creative Writing.
rachel rawn // is originally from Havre, Montana. She is 
a senior in the creative writing program at UM and she has 
been published twice previously in Scribendi magazine.
bryanny dana froehlich // was born and raised in Mis-
soula, Montana.  She is currently a senior at the University 
of Montana, majoring in both English (Creative Writing) and 
German.  A poem she wrote in high school was published in 
a StillWaters Anthology ( “Alaska” in 1999). She has been writ-
ing poetry, songs, short stories (both fiction and non-fiction), 
and essays since elementary school.  In high school, she 
studied poetry under Sheryl Noethe and she has lived in the 
Missoula “Writer’s District” on Shakespeare Street for nearly 
all of her twenty-eight years on this planet. 
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alyssa terry // is a freshman at the University of Mon-
tana. She graduated high school in Chicago, Illinois, but now 
lives in Nye, MT-which has more open spaces. Alyssa has been 
writing short stories and poems for a long time The Oval is 
her first publication. Her major is English-Linguistics.
Jenny gessaman // is originally from Highwood, Montana. 
She is a UM sophomore working towards a journalism major 
and a chemistry minor.  She has had both art and literary 
pieces published in the magazine Rural Montana.  
charnay murphy // grew up in Butte, Montana. She is a 
UM freshman majoring in art with interests in writing and 
psychology. She always thought she wanted to be a writer, but 
has recently become more involved in artwork. She has po-
etry showcased in the annual Visions and Voices show in Butte. 
aubry nicholson // is a senior transfer student from 
Rockville, Maryland.  She plans to graduate in the Fall of 2010 
with an English degree and a concentration in Creative Writ-
ing. The Oval will be her first contribution to a college-level 
publication.
c
o
n
t
r
ib
u
t
o
r
s
ryan landolfi
charnay murphy
kristi gilleon
chloe haagen
joshua kieser
kevin sheetz
claire mikeson
sean leary
amanda opitz
matthew s. riley
kevin wright
kaitlin perrodin
kylie campbell
jenny gessaman
jaysen tinker
paige tresidder
sally finneran
jacob kahn
alyssa terry
bryanny froehlich
rachel smith
dan droughton
troy smith
rachel rawn
aubry nicholson
oval
volume iii
th
e o
va
l                                                                                                        v
o
lu
m
e iii
